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EFCRP Signup Begins

On July 14, 2006, Agriculture Deputy Secretary Chuck
Conner announced that signup for the $504.1 million
Emergency Forestry Conservation Reserve Program (EFCRP)
will start July 17, 2006. The program helps landowners and
operators restore and enhance forestland damaged by the
hurricanes that occurred in 2005,

Trees planted through EFCRP will help reduce flood
effects, protect water sources, decrease soil erosion and
improve wildlife habitat. To be eligible for EFCRP, in general,
a producer must have experienced at least a 35 percent loss to
merchantable timber on private, non-industrial forestland. The
loss must relate directly to one of the calendar year 2005
hurricanes.

Tree loss must have occurred in one of 261 counties
receiving presidential or secretarial primary disaster
designations caused by 2005 hurricanes Dennis, Katrina,
Ophelia, Rita or Wilma. Loss assistance is unavailable in
contiguous counties that have not themselves been designated
as disaster counties. A complete list of eligible counties in
Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina and
Texas is available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices will accept land
enrollment offers from producers from July 17 through Oct.
20.

More information on EFCRP is available at local FSA
offices and online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/. Additional
information on USDA hurricane assistance is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/Hurricanelnfo.xml.

Permanent Estate Tax Relief Act

The Permanent Estate Tax Relief Act of 2006, H.R. 5638,
which was approved by the House in late June, exempts estate
assets of $5 million per person from death taxes and indexes

the exemption for inflation so that it will automatically

increase to better reflect escalating farm values.

The following information is a summary of the bill’s
provisions, which would be permanent and take effect in 2010,
except where noted:

August 2006

RATES: Creates a tiered system that taxes estates worth up to
$25 million at the capital gains tax rate and applies a rate
equal to twice the capital gains rate to values over $25
million. NOTE: Under the current law, the top capital
gains tax rate is 15 percent but will increase to 20 percent
in 2011 unless the lower rate is extended by Congress.

BASIS: Leaves full step-up basis in place.

GIFT TAX: Increases the gift tax exemption from $1 million
to $5 million per person and reunifies the estate and gift
tax exemptions.

EXEMPTION: Allows married couples to pass any unused
exemption to the surviving spouse.

INDEXES THE EXEMPTION FOR INFLATION

If you have any questions, please contact the MFBF Public
Policy Department at 601-977-4216.

ATYV Discount Coupon

The Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation and Got Gear
Motorsports, LLC, of Ridgeland have teamed up to offer Farm
Bureau members an exclusive $500 discount coupon on the
purchase of new ATVs and 4-wheel utility vehicles.

This discount only applies to ATVs that are 400cc or
greater and does not apply to any other special promotions.
This offer expires 12-31-06. Got Gear is a dealer for Yamaha,
Kawasaki and Polaris ATVs and 4-wheel utility vehicles.

To receive the $500 discount coupon, you must call Dedra
Luke at 601-977-4169 or toll-free at 1-800-227-8244, ext.
4169, with your Farm Bureau membership number. Upon
verification of your membership, a coupon will be mailed to
you.

Please be aware that you cannot go directly to Got Gear to
receive this discount without your coupon.

High-Speed Internet Services
The Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation and Agristar
Global Networks have teamed up to offer Mississippi Farm



Bureau member families and businesses major discounts on
high-speed internet services. Agristar’s high-speed internet
can reach every Mississippi Farm Bureau member throughout
the state that DSL and cable can’t. It utilizes satellite
technology and can provide each subscriber with super-fast,
always-on broadband connection and email for up to five
people per account.

Agristar can offer substantial discounts to all members.
You receive a $125 mail-in rebate from Agristar (rebate offer
good until 8/31/06); one free month of service if total contract
monthly service fee is prepaid in full; and a $50 rebate from
the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation.

Agristar delivers timely ag business and economic reports,
localized weather, market data and analyses, and other
multimedia programming.

Complete installation is provided within two weeks of
contacting Agristar, and technical support is available 24/7
from a U.S.-based call center.

Equipment, installation and start-up is $599. Monthly
service starts at $59.95. -

For more information, contact the Mississippi Farm
Bureau Federation Member Benefits Program at 1-800-227-
8244, ext. 4169, or Agristar Global Network at 1-888-777-
0440, or you can visit www.agristar.com

Discount Off Participating Hotel Rates

As a member of the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation,
you can receive an additional 10% off the “Best Available
Rate” at participating locations every time you travel. The
“Best Available Rate” is defined as the lowest rate publicly
available to consumers on the Internet.

To redeem this offer, call the hotel phone numbers below
and give our ID #66643 at the time of reservation. Advanced
reservations are required. Offer is subject to availability at
participating locations and some blackout dates may apply.

Cendant Hotel Group, Inc., is one of the world’s largest
lodging companies under the AmeriHost Inn®, Days Inn®,
Howard Johnson®, Knights Inn®, Ramada®, Super e
Travelodge®, and Wingate Inn® brands.

(877) 670-7088; Super 8 call (800) 889-9706

For more information, call Dedra Luke at 1-800-227-8244,

Ext. 4169.

Regional Policy Development Meetings

At presstime, these Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation
Regional Policy Development Meetings had been scheduled:
Region 1 — Aug. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Crystal Grill in
Greenwood; Region 2 — Aug. 31 with time and location to be
determined; Region 5 — Aug. 3 at 6: 30 p.m. at Lake Dixie
Springs Café in Summit; Region 6 — Aug. 8 at 7 p.m. at the
Coastal Plains Experiment Station in Newton; Region 7 —
Aug. 29 at 6:30 p.m. the Western Sizzler in Wiggins.

For more information, contact Nancy Britt at 1-800-227-
8244, ext. 4230.

Recap of Region 1 Rice Meeting

In an effort to engage more rice producers in the state, the
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation (MFBF) Rice Advisory
Committee hosted its first-ever Regional Rice Policy Meeting
on July 18 in Cleveland. Over 35 growers from across the
Mississippi Delta gathered to hear policy and legislative

updates and to voice concemns over issues impacting the
Mississippi rice industry.

Speakers included MFBF President David Waide; Dwight
Roberts, Chief Executive Officer of the U.S. Rice Producers
Association; Gibb Steele, Chairman of the Mississippi Rice
Council; Travis Satterfield, Chairman of the Delta Council
Rice and Small Grains Committee; and Dr. Tim Walker and
Dr. Nathan Buehring of the Delta Research and Extension
Center.

Mike Tagert, Director of the Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce’s Bureau of Plant Industry, briefed
growers on the status of investigations on glyphosate drift
complaints experienced on rice this spring in the Delta. Bob
Provine, Chairman of the Mississippi Ag Aviation Board, was
also on hand to discuss the role of the Mississippi Ag Aviation
Board in regulation and enforcement of all aerial applications
of herbicides.

Growers provided feedback and discussed some regulatory
policy recommendations with the Bureau of Plant Industry and
the Ag Aviation Board to help alleviate the extremity of this
problem in the future.

According to Buehring, there have been some 15,000 acres
of rice replanted and an additional 20,000 acres affected by
gyphosate drift this growing season.

Dates to Remember

Mark your calendars for these events:

Dist. 4 Contests — Aug. 19 at MSU Bost Building in
Starkville; Dist. 7 Contests — Sept. 9 at Gulf Coast Community
College in Perkinston; Dist. 6 Contests — Sept. 30 at East
Mississippi Electric Power Association in Meridian;

State Resolutions Meeting — Nov. 2 at Mississippi Farm
Bureau Building in Jackson; Mississippi Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting — Dec. 2 & 3 at the Hilton Hotel in
Jackson.

$250 Prize Drawing

Members who pay their 2007 membership dues by Oct.
31, 2006 are eligible to be included in a drawing for a $250
debit card.

Eight paid 2007 membership numbers, one for each MFBF
region, will be drawn at the Mississippi Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting.

The winners will be notified Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2006.
Winners do not have to be present to win — the only
stipulation is that their 2007 membership dues were paid by

Oct. 31, 2006.

Delta Rice Luncheon

September is National Rice Month.

The annual Delta Rice Luncheon will be held Sept. 15,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Walter Sillers Coliseum on the
campus of Delta State University in Cleveland. The event is
hosted by Delta Rice Promotions, Inc., and tickets are $2.

In addition to over 300 rice dishes, the event will offer a
style show produced by the local 4-H group, a goody bag, and
great door prizes. A rice tour will follow the luncheon at 2
p-m.

For more information, call the Bolivar County Extension
Office in Cleveland at 662-843-8371.






